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INTERNATIONAL  REGISTRATION LETTERS

By Jack Griffee

Motor Sports Columnist — New Jersey Dailies

Foreign cars, large or small, economy or sports, are
not now strangers on the U. S. roads. With foreign auto
sales approximately five per cent of the total market,
everywhere you drive you see Spitfires, TR-3’s, TR-4’s,
2000 sedans, and even, once in a while, a few of those
beetles — brand X. '

If you have looked closely at the front or rear bumpers
of some of these cars you might have noticed small
plaques with the letters GB, D, F, or USA. These letters
are International Registration Letters which show the
country in which the car was originally registered. The
above letters are easy. GB is for Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, D is for Germany (Deutschland), F is
for France, and USA is, of course, United States of
America.

A few of the letters you may not be so familiar with

are as follows: ADN is Aden (do you even know where
it is7); BG is Bulgaria; CH is not China but.Switzerland;
EAT represents of all places, Tanganyika; Zanzibar is
shown by the letters EAZ; and YY is for Venezuela.

A few areas closely bound to Great Britain such as
Gibraltar and the island possessions of Alderney, Guern-
sey, Jersey, Isle of Man and Malta are identified by the
letters GBZ, GBA, GBG, GBI, and GBM. For good
measure, HK is for Hong Kong.

Unless you are on the ball the countries of Argentina,
China, Chile, Haiti, Indonesia, Lebanon and San Marino
might fool you because the letter R for Republic is in
front. The registration letters for the above countries are
as follows: RA, RC, RCH, RH, RI, RL, and RSM. The
letters RNY do not stand for Republican from New York
but for the country of Nyasaland.

The letters from a few of our friendly neighbors are as
follows: CDN is for Canada; MEX is Mexico; JA is for

Jamaica; IS is Iceland; sunny Barbados has the letters
BDS; and DOM is for Dominican Republic. PA is for
Panama, not the Port Authority.

If you see a car with the letters SU, it does not neces-
sarily mean it is a British car with a well-known type of
carburetor but the car was registered in the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics.

After teasing you with a few difficult letters here is a
basic lesson in your A, B, C’s: A is Austria, B is Belgium,
and C is for Cuba. CO does not mean a car owned by the
commanding officer — the car was registered in Columbia.
Soldiers returning from our current war zone will certainly
recognize the letters VN — for Viet-Nam.

The most prized letter plate for Triumph owners would
be, naturally, TR, but you would have to go to Turkey
to get it.







